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Szanowni Pa stwo

Historia naszego miasta jest histori wielu narodowo ci. Kszta towalij w prze-
sz 0 ciopr cznas, Polak w, tak e W osi, Niemcy, Szkoci, Litwini, ydzi. Pierwsza
Rzeczpospolita by a magnesem przyci gaj cym wszystkich, kt rzy w swoich krajach cier-
pieli bied lub niesprawiedliwo . Oferowali my im nasz go cinno , schronienie przed
prze ladowaniami, mo liwo ci rozwoju i otwarto naich kultur . Przybysze byli tak e
wsp tw rcami naszej kultury i spu cizny materialnej, historycznej i duchowej, byli inte-
graln cz ci naszego spo ecze stwa.

ydzi pojawili si w Szyd owcu przed Kilkuset laty, a na dobre stali si naszymiwsp -
obywatelami na pocz tku XVII1 wieku. Przybyli do nas, aby y w spokoju, poczuciu bez-
piecze stwa i perspektyw, kt rych im brakowa o w krajach zachodu i wschodu Europy.

Stali si naszymi obywatelami i s siadami. yli my wsp Inie pod szyd owieckim nie-
bem przez kilkaset lat, ucz c¢si od siebie nawzajem, buduj c dzie dzisiejszy i przysz o
naszego Szyd owca, kt ry tak samo kochali my. Jak w ka dej du ej rodzinie zdarza y si
nieporozumienia, ale zawsze by y one nieporozumieniami pomi dzy bra mi. Obecno

ydowskiej cz ci naszego spo ecze stwazako czy tragiczny Holokaust, zaplanowany
i skrupulatnie przeprowadzony przez naszego wczesnego wsp Inego wroga.

Dzisiaj niemaju w r d nas drobnych sklepikarzy, rzemie Inik w i kupc w, czcz -
cych Szabat, b d cych jakm wi nasz Najwi kszy Rodak, papie Jan Pawe Il na-
szymi starszymi bra mi w wierze. Okupanci spowodowali, e pozosta o po nich bardzo
niewiele. Ale te lady ich obecno ci, kt re zachowa y si do dzi , chcemy pieczo owicie
chroni przed zapomnieniem. Temu s u y wydawnictwo, kt re wraz z autorami oddaj
w Pa stwar ce. ycz Pa stwu, ebyby oonopomoc w zrozumieniu naszejz o onej,
ale jak e pi knej historii w tym historii miasta Szyd owca.

Andrzej Jarzy ski
Burmistrz Miasta Szyd owca

Szyd owiec,  czerwca

B Pisma cadyka Nachmana
z Brac awia, XIX w.

B Writings of tzadik Nachman
of Brac aw, 19%"c.




Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,

e history of our town is a history of many nationalities. In the past it was shaped
not only by the Poles, but also by the Italians, the Germans, the Scots, the Lithuanians
and the Jews. e First Polish Republic attracted those who su ered poverty or injus-
tice in their countries. We o ered our hospitality, possibilities of personal development
and openness to their cultures. e newcomers were also co-creators of our culture and
material, historical and spiritual heritage; they used to be an integral part of our society.

e Jews arrived to Szyd owiec a few hundred years ago and they became our neigh-
bours at the beginning of the ™ century. ey came to us to have a peaceful life with the
sense of security and some prospects for the future that was impossible for them in other
countries of the Western and Eastern Europe.
ey became our citizens and our neighbours. We lived together in Szyd owiec,

learning from each others, working for the present and the future days of the town that
we all loved.  ere were some disagreements, as it always happens in a big family but they
were disagreements between brothers. e presence of the Jewish part in the community
in our town was nished tragically by the Holocaust, planned and meticulously executed
by our common enemy of those days.

Gone are now those small traders, cra smen and merchants who used to celebrate
the Shabbat and were, as told our Greatest Compatriot, the pope John Paul Il, our older
brothers in faith. Because of the occupiers not much was le a er them. But we want to
protect carefully from oblivion all those wakes that still are on our land. s is the goal
of the present publication that | am giving in your hands jointly with the authors. | hope
it will be helpful in understanding our complex but beautiful history, including the his-
tory of Szyd owiec.

Andrzej Jarzy ski
Mayor of Szyd owiec

Szyd owiec, ' ofJune

B Talmud babilo ski
0 Babylonian Talmud




ydzi mieszkali w Szyd owcu od co najmnigj lat. Wsp tworzyli wraz ludno ci
polsk histori tego miasta. W wyniku Zag ady (Shoah) unicestwieniu uleg a praktycznie
ca aspoeczno Szyd owca wyznania moj eszowego, kt ratu przed wybuchem Il woj-
ny wiatowej stanowi a ludno ci miasta. Dzisiaj pozosta o niewiele materialnych

lad w pami ci po mieszkaj cej tu spo eczno ci ydowskiej. Jednym z nich jest cmen-
tarz ydowski i cudem ocala a drewniana kuczka. Na ten cmentarz przyje d aj co roku
grupy m odzie y ydowskiej z ca ego wiata, wtym i z Izraela. M odym mieszka com
Szyd owca m odzie tamo e wydawa si obca. Jednak, jak wykaza y ostatnie spotka-
nia w szyd owieckich szko ach, organizowane w ramach programu edukacyjnego Przy-
wr mypami  pod auspicjami Fundacji Ochrony Dziedzictwa ydowskiego, wsp Ina
bolesna historia przodk w mo e by pomostem ku przysz o ci.

Dzi ki takim spotkaniom m odzie zdo a lepiej pozna histori itradycj swoich daw-
nych s siad w, a przez szacunek do miejsc spoczynku obywateli Szyd owca mo e oka-
za swoj dojrza o iodpowiedzialno .Warto zatem przypomnie s owa JanaPaw a ll
wypowiedziane  marca r. w miejscu upami tnienia Holokaustu, w Yad Vashem
w Jerozolimie: W tym miejscu uroczystej pami ci gor co modl si o to, aby nasz smutek
z powodu tragedii, jak przeszed nar d ydowski w dwudziestym wieku, doprowadzi do
nowych stosunk w mi dzy chrze cijanamia ydami. Budujmy now przysz o ,wKkt rej
nie b dzie ju adnych uczu anty ydowskich w r d chrze cijan ani uczu antychrze ci-
ja skichw r d yd w, lecz raczej nastanie wzajemny szacunek, wymagany od tych, kt rzy
wielbi jednego Stw rc i Pana, aw Abrahamie widz naszego wsp Inego Ojca .*

Mamy nadziej , e obecna publikacja przybli y czytelnikom histori tego ciekawego
miasta i mieszkaj cych tu kiedy ludzi.

Albert Stankowski
Fundacja Ochrony Dziedzictwa ydowskiego
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e Jews were present in Szyd owiec for at least years. ey created the history
of this town together with the Polish people. Almost all the Jewish population, that was
about of the townsfolk just before the outbreak of the WWII, was annihilated in the

result of Shoah. Only few material signs of the Jewish culture are present now in the town.

Among them there are a Jewish cemetery and a wooden booth (Sukkah), saved
by amiracle. is cemetery is visited every year by the groups of the young Jewish peo-
ple from all over the world, including Israel.  ese young people may seem strange to the
youth of Szyd owiec. However, as it was shown by the last meetings entitled Restoring
the Memory , organized by the Foundation for the Preservation of the Jewish Heritage,
the common and painful history of our ancestors may be a stage towards the future.
anks to such meetings the youth can know the history and tradition of their former

neighbours better and show their maturity and responsibility presenting their esteem to
the eternal repose of the Szyd owiec citizens. It is worth to quote the words of the pope
John Paul Il said on ™ March in Yad Vashem in Jerusalem a place of commemo-
ration the Holocaust: In this place of solemn remembrance, | fervently pray that our sor-
row for the tragedy which the Jewish people su ered inthe ™ century will lead to a new
relationship between Christians and Jews. Let us build a new future in which there will be
no more anti-Jewish feelings among Christians or anti-Christian feelings among Jews, but
rather the mutual respect required of those who adore the one Creator and Lord, and look
to Abraham as our common father in faith. *

We do hope that the present publication will make the Readers familiar with the his-
tory of this interesting town and of the people who used to live here once.

Albert Stankowski
Foundation for the Preservation of the Jewish Heritage

B Zbi rpoezjiwj zyku
hebrajskim, XIX w.

B Antology of Hebrew
Poetry, 19" c.

* T um. Jan Jarco (KAI)
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O pocz tkach osadnictwa ydowskiego w Szyd owcu
wiemy niewiele. Jest prawdopodobne, i w r., ratu-
j csi przez zaraz , przyby z Krakowa do Szyd owca
rabin, uczony talmudysta, lozof i pisarz Moj esz ben
Israel Isserles (Remu), kt ry tu napisa Mehir Yayin.
Pierwsze wzmianki o mieszkaj cych w mie cie ydach
pochodz z ostatnich dekad XVI w. Historycy s zgod-
ni, i do po owy XVII w. w Szyd owcu mieszka o nie-
wielu yd w.

W drugiej po owie XVII w. na skutek wojen, zaraz
i g odu liczba ludno ci Szyd owca znacznie zmala a,
a miasto podupad o. Szukaj ¢ sposob w na odrodzenie
miasta, w a ciciel Szyd owca Dominik Miko aj Radzi-
wi w r.wyda uniwersa ,zach caj cosadnik wdo
zajmowania wolnych dom w i gwarantuj ¢ im bezpie-
cze stwomaj tk w. Zapewnetow a nie starania Radzi-
wi  w spowodowa y nap yw licznej grupy ydowskich
rzemie Inik w i kupc w do miasta. Potwierdzeniem
tego by y podj te w r. przez kolejnego w a ciciela
miasta, Micha a Antoniego Radziwi a, zabiegi u bisku-
pa krakowskiego o zgod na wybudowanie synagogi.
By mo e w tym czasie w Szyd owcu powsta a gmina

ydowska, kt ranale a adosandomiersko-krakowskiej
prowincji synagogalnej. Historycy twierdz , e jeszcze
przed r. rabinem w Szyd owcu by znany talmudy-
sta Meir ben Isaac Eisenstadt, kt ry nast pnie wyjecha
z Polski. W r. powr ci do Szyd owca, staj ¢ po raz
wt ry na czele miejscowej gminy, ale wkr tce, zapew-
ne przed r., uda si naW gryiosiad w mie cie
Eisenstadt (Kismarton) ist d jego przydomek. Nie mamy
jednak szczeg owych informacji o funkcjonowaniu

ydowskiej gminy w tym okresie. Wiemy, e wyznawcy
religii moj eszowej zamieszkali na p noc od Rynku
Wielkiego w s siedztwie zamku, na obszarze zwanym

ydowskim miastem . Tam powsta drugi rynek (Ry-
nek Ska eczny), gdziewdw chrz dachstan ykramice.
Cz  miastazamieszka aprzez yd wmia azabudow
drewnian . Obok synagogi zapewne ju w wczas istnia
kirkut. W r. zbudowano dom modlitwy dla ydow-
skich robotnik w garbarni.

Wzrost liczby yd wwmie cieby przyczyn zatarg w
z katolikami. Gmina ydowska szuka a pomocy uw a -
ciciela miasta Leona Micha a Radziwi a. Ksi ,chc ¢
zapobiec kon iktom, wyda w r. dekret okre laj cy
wzajemne relacje mi dzy katolikami a wyznawcami re-
ligii moj eszowej. Zapewni te  ydommo liwo osied-
laniasi wcz ci miasta dotychczas zamieszka ej przez

nooioboitmbobitbond
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We know little about the beginnings of the Jewish
settlement in Szyd owiec. It is probable that in , Sav-
ing himself from the plague, Moj esz ben Israel Isser-
les (Remu), a rabbi, Talmudic scholar, philosopher and
writer, came from Cracow to Szyd owiec where he wrote
Mehir Yayin. e rst notices about the Jews living in
the town appeared in the last decades of the ™ century.
Historians are concordant that up to the half of the "
century few Jews lived in Szyd owiec.

In the second half of the ™ century the popula-
tion of Szyd owiec decreased signi cantly and the town
started to decline. While looking for methods of reviv-
ing the town, Dominik Miko aj Radziwi , the owner of
Szyd owiec, issued a proclamation inducing settlers to
settle the unused houses and guaranteeing them safety
of their properties. Probably the Radziwi sendeavours
caused in ux of the Jewish cra smen and traders into
the town. Con rmation of that was the fact that the fol-
lowing owner of the town, Micha Antoni Radziwi en-
deavoured for a permission from the Bishop of Cracow
for erecting a synagogue. Probably at this time the Jewish
community was established in Szyd owiec, as a part of
the Sandomiersko-Krakowska synagogal diocese. e
historians state that just before Meir ben Isaac Eisen-
stadt, a well known talmudist, who then le  Poland, was
arabbiin Szyd owiec. He came back to Szyd owiecin
again leading the local community but soon, probably
before , he le  to Hungary and settled in Eisenstadt
(Kismarton) which name is a source of his assumed name.
Still, we have no information about the way of function-
ing the Jewish community in that period. We know that
the Jews lived in the north of the Great Market Square,
in the neighbourhood of the castle, in the area called
the Jewish town . ere a new market was created (the
Ska eczny Market Square) where the stalls were placed
intwo rows. e buildings in the Jewish part of the town
were built of wood. Probably by then there was a Jewish
cemetery by the synagogue. In a prayer house was
built for the Jewish workers of tannery.

Increasing number of Jews in the town was a cause of
con icts with the Catholics. e Jewish community was
looking for help from Leon Micha Radziwi , the owner
of the town. e prince, trying to avoid any con icts,
issued in a decree de ning mutual relationships be-
tween the Catholics and the Jews. He also allowed Jews to
settle in the part of the town that had been restricted only
for the Catholics. He also allowed them to produce beer

13
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katolik w, zezwoli na produkcj piwa igorza ki. Doku-
ment ksi ¢y rozstrzyga nadto spory wok wyboru
senior w kaha u. Chc c zlikwidowa nielegalny handel
prowadzony przez niekt rych yd w, dekret okre la
kary wobec ami cych prawo. Aby zapobiec anty ydow-
skim wyst pkom, do kt rych dochodzi o w Szyd ow-
cu, ksi nakaza w adzom miejskim i gubernatorowi
hrabstwa szyd owieckiego pilnowa porz dku, a osoby
dopuszczaj ce si takich zachowa miano surowo ka-
ra . Ksi Leon Micha zgodzi si tak e, aby jedn
kamienic naSka ce przeznaczy nab nic .Wcze nigj
jednak gmina ydowska musia auzyska natozgod od
biskupa krakowskiego.

W drugiej po owie XVIII w. liczba yd w mieszka-
j cych w mie cie ros a. W r. do szyd owieckiej y-
dowskiej gminy nale a'y osoby, wi kszo zamiesz-
kiwa a w samym mie cie. Wyniki p niejszych spis w
ludno cir ni si do znacznie. Mo najednak przyj

e uschy ku XVIII w. mieszka o tu od do wy-
znawc w religii moj eszowej. W r. kaha szyd owie-
cki obejmowa miasta: Szyd owiec, Jastrz b, Skrzynno,
Wierzbic , Zygmunt wiW chock oraz  wsi.

Podstaw utrzymania ydowskich mieszka ¢ w mia-
sta stanowi handel i rzemios o. Kupcy z Szyd owca
wyznaj cy judaizm prowadzili rozleg e interesy. Han-
dlowali wyrobami krajowymi ( elazem, sk rami, mio-
dem, drewnem budowlanym i opa owym, kamieniami
m y skimi i kamieniami do ostrzenia, wapnem) oraz
pochodz cymi z importu (suknem, drukowanym p t-
nem, prochem, oliw hiszpa sk ). ydowscy rzemie I-
nicy byli z kolei m.in. krawcami, czapnikami, cymbali-
stami, rze nikami, piekarzami, z otnikami, cyrulikami.
Jednak ju wcze ni podr nicy podkre lali, e cho
handel i rzemios o zupe nie zosta y zdominowane przez
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B Dziennik szkolny klasy I11 b Szko y Powszechnej
w Szyd owcu na rok szkolny 1937/1938 z nazwiskami
ydowskich uczni w, ze zbior w S awy Lorenc-Hanusz

B e 3B Class Register with the names of the Jewish
students, school year 1937/1938, from the collection
of S awa Lorenc-Hanusz

and booze. e princes document also settled con icts
concerning the election of the kahal sseniors. e decree
also de ned penalties for people breaking the law to
liquidate illegal trade handled by some Jews. To prevent
antisemitic misdemeanors happening in Szyd owiec, the
prince obliged the town authorities and the Szyd owiec
governor to keep order in the town and to punish harshly
people committing such misdemeanors. e prince Leon
Micha agreed also to assign one building on the Ska ka
for a synagogue. However the community had to ask the
Cracow bishop for permission at  rst.

In the second half of the " century population of the
Jews living in the town was increasing. In there were

people in the Szyd owiec Jewish community and
most of them lived within the town. e results of the fol-
lowing censuses di er from one antoher considerably. It
may be assumed that at the turn of the ™ century there
were from to , Jewish inhabitants in the town.
In also the following towns were within the range
of the Szyd owiec kahal: Szyd owiec, Jastrz b, Skrzynno,
Wierzbica, Zygmunt w and W chock and  villages.

Trade and handicra were the base of living for the
Jewish inhabitants of the town. e Jewish traders from
Szyd owiec handled broad businesses. ey used to sell
domestic goods (iron, leather, honey, building wood,

re wood, millstones, whetstones, lime) and imported
products (cloth, printed linen, gunpowder, Spanish olive
oil). In turn, the Jewish cra smen were i.a. tailors, cap
makers, cymbalists, butchers, bakers, goldsmiths, barber
surgeons. However even the contemporary travellers
emphasized that although the trade and cra smanship
were dominated by the Jews, it was hard to nd rich peo-
ple among them and the town itself also was poor.

e following owner of the Szyd owiec county, the
prince Miko aj Radziwi was worried by the increasing
number of Jews, disorder and lack of space in the part
of the town inhabited by the Jews and by progressive
ousting of the Catholics from the neighbourhood of the
Main Market Square and he tried to remedy it. On "
July he issued a decree in which he de ned borders
of the Jewish and Catholic parts of the town. He banned
the Jews from buying as well as leasing any properties
in the neighbourhood of the Great Market Square (the
Catholic one) and he ordered them restoration of the
houses possessed by them. e Jews were allowed to
settle down along the street leading from the Ska eczny
Market Square to Sk ad w. Many evidences show that
attheturnofthe tcenturyanew synagogue was built
in the town.

A erthe ird Partition of Poland () Szyd owiec
appeared to be placed in the so called Western Galicia
within the Austrian borders. In founding a new
Jewish religious school was mentioned.

yd w, to trudno sprawia o znalezienie w r d nich
bogatych, a i miasto by o ubogie.

Kolejny w a ciciel hrabstwa szyd owieckiego Ksi
Miko aj Radziwi , zaniepokojony wzrostem liczby wy-
znawc w judaizmu, nieporz dkiem i ciasnot panuj -
cymi w zamieszka ej przez yd w cz ci miasta oraz
post puj cym wypieraniem katolik w z okolic Rynku,
pr bowa temu zaradzi . W dniu lipca r. wyda
dekret, w kt rym okre li granice katolickiej i ydow-
skiej cz ci miasta. Zakaza ydom kupowania, jak te
dzier awienia nieruchomo ci od katolik w w okolicach
Rynku Wielkiego (Katolickiego) oraz poleci odrestau-
rowanie nale cych do nich dom w. ydzi mogli si
osiedla przy drodze z Rynku Ska ecznego do Sk adowa.
Wiele wskazuje na to, e pod koniec XVI1II w. wybudo-
wano w mie cie now synagog .

Po trzecim rozbiorze Polski ( r) Szyd owiec zna-
laz si w granicach tzw. Galicji Zachodniej w zaborze
austriackim. W r. wzmiankowano o powstaniu y-
dowskiej szko y wyznaniowej.

W r. dobra szyd owieckie przez wieki nale ce
do Radziwi w kupi a na licytacji ksi na Anna z Za-
moyskich Sapie yna. Po pokoju w Sch nbrunn ( r)
miasto znalaz o si w departamencie radomskim Ksi -
stwa Warszawskiego. Z tego okresu ( r.) pochodzi
informacja o zakupie przez gmin ydowsk placu dla
urz dzenia tam nowego cmentarza, gdy stary by ju
przepe niony.

Kongres wiede ski zdecydowa o powstaniu Kr le-
stwa Polskiego, b d cego cz ci imperium rosyjskie-
go. Szyd owiec znalaz si w granicach obwodu opo-
czy skiego, wojew dztwa sandomierskiego Kr lestwa
Polskiego. Miasteczko pozosta o o rodkiem handlu
i rzemios a. Ulokowano tu tak esiedzib le nictwaoraz
dyrekcj obwodu g rniczego administruj cego ¢z ci
Staropolskiego Zag bia Przemys owego.

Liczba mieszka ¢ w miasta ros a, a sta tendencj
by o umacnianie dominacji yd w. W r. Szyd-
owiec liczy mieszka ¢ w, z czego (., )

yd w. W a cicielka rozleg ych posiad o ci szyd owie-
ckich ksi na Sapie yna na zamku przebywa a rzad-
ko, ale stara a si dba o swe dobra. Z jej inicjatywy
i za jej pieni dze wybudowano gmach dla szko y ele-
mentarnej. Klasycystyczny budynek stan  zapewne
w r.w Rynku Katolickim (Wielkim). Do tej szko y
ucz szcza o oko o dzieci, w r d nich dziesi cioro
ydowskich. Ksi  na, wspieraj ¢ mieszka ¢ w miasta,
utworzy a te cztery kasy zapomogowo-po yczkowe,
w tym Kas ydowskich Fabrykant w i Kas Ubogiej
Ludno ci ydowskiej. Nale ywspomnie o lantropijnej
dzia alno ci ksi nej Sapie yny, kt razr wn trosk
wspiera a chrze cija skichi ydowskich mieszka ¢ w
Szyd owca.

In the Szyd owiec estates that had belonged to the
Radziwi family for ages were bought by the princess
Anna Sapie yna, de domo Zamoyska. A er the Peace
of Sch nbrunn () the town was placed in the
Radom Department of the Principality of Warsaw.  ere
isa mention from that period () about buying a plot by
the Jewish community to organize there a new cemetery
as there was no already enough place on the old one.

When the Congress of Vienna decided about found-
ing the Kingdom of Poland, being a part of the Russian
Empire, Szyd owiec appeared to be in the district of
Opoczno of the Sandomierskie Voivodship, the King-
dom of Poland. e town was still the centre of trade
andcra smanship. e head forestryo ceand the head
o ce of the mining district administering a part of the
Staropolskie Industrial District (Staropolskie Zag bie
Przemys owe) were located there too.

The number of the town inhabitants was increas-
ing and Jewish domination was getting stronger and
stronger. In there were ,  people in Szyd owiec
and , ( . )oflewsamongthem. eowner ofthe
broad properties of Szyd owiec, the princess Sapie yna,
quite rarely was present in the town but she did her best
to take care of her properties. A new building of the
elementary school was built of her initiative and paid
by her. e classical building was built probably in
in the Great Market Square (the Catholic one). About

children attended that school with  Jewish chil-
dren among them. e princess, supporting the towns
inhabitants, founded also four provident and loans
funds, among them the Jewish Manufacturers Fund and
the Fund for Poor Jewish Townsfolk. It is worth men-
tioning that the princess Sapie yna used to be a great
philanthropist who supported the Christian and Jewish
townsfolk with the same attention.

We nd in the archives that there were some con icts
between the Christians and the Jews. At the beginning of
the ™ century the Jews, breaking the law of , began
to settle in the Catholic part of the town and it caused
discontent of the Christians and complaints against the
Jews directed to the owner of the town. Filip Pieg owski,
the Justice of Peace, acting in the name of the owner,
caused that Jews were evicted from the Catholic part
of the town by the Voivode Commission on " July

ere is a map of the town of that period with the
border between the Jewish and catholic part of the town
and with the buildings belonging to the Jewish com-
munity marked on it. e Mayor of Szyd owiec, acting
probably under pression of the Christian cra smen,
banned in Jewish tanners from making leathers in
their houses and ordered them to move that activity out-
side the town. Regardless of all those obstacles the Jews
showed amazing resourcefulness and number of them
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W archiwaliach natra amy na informacje o zatar-
gach mi dzy chrze cijanamia ydami.Otonapocz tku
XIXw. ydzi, ami cprzywilejz r.,zacz liosiedla
si na obszarze miasta katolickiego, co wywo a o nie-
zadowolenie chrze cijan i interwencje u w a cicielki.
Dzia aj cy w imieniu ksi nej s dzia pokoju Filip Pie-
g owski spowodowa , e Komisja Wojew dzka lip-
ca r. wysiedli a yd w z katolickiej cz ci miasta.
Z tego w a nie okresu pochodzi plan, na kt rym na-
niesiono granic dziel ¢ miasto na cz ydowsk
i chrze cija sk oraz zaznaczono obiekty nale ce do
gminy ydowskiej. Zapewne pod presj chrze cija skich
rzemie Inik w walcz cych z konkurencj burmistrz
Szyd owca w r. zakaza ydowskim garbarzom fa-
brykowania sk r w domach, polecaj c przenie dzia-
alno pozamiasto. Mimo przeszk d ydzi okazywali
zadziwiaj ¢ zaradno , aich liczba i udzia w yciu
gospodarczym miasta ros .

Z pomiar w wykonanych w latach wyni-
ka, i Szyd owiec zajmowa obszar mrg prtw,
ztegodo yd wnale ao m rg pr t w. Ponadto
gmina ydowska by a w a cicielem m rg, prtw
i st p.Nagruntach nale cychdogminy ydowskiej
staab nicaizlokalizowany nawsch d od niej kirkut,
aponadto mykwa, cheder. Cmentarz sk ada si zdw ch
cz ci starej i nowej, a mi dzy nimi zbudowano dom
przedpogrzebowy (Tahara).

ydowska cz  miasta obejmowa a ulice D ug , y-
dowsk ,Radomsk , Ciasn , Zagrodow oraz Rynek Ska-
eczny. Reszta grunt w nale a a do chrze cijan, miasta
i para irzymskokatolickiej.

W r. w mie cie mieszka o 0s b, w r dnich

( , )wyznawc w judaizmu. Wa nym wydarze-
niem w historii by o sprzedanie d br szyd owieckich
przez ksi n Ann z Zamoyskich Sapie yn skarbowi
Kr lestwa Polskiego, co nast pi 0 maja r. W ten
spos b Szyd owiec sta si miastem rz dowym.

W latach nast pi o wyra ne zahamowanie
przyrostu demogra cznego, spowodowane epidemiami
i kl skami ywio owymi. miertelne o ary epidemii
przywleczonej przez armi rosyjsk w czasie powstania
listopadowego ( r) grzebano na utworzonym w w-
czas z dala od miejskich zabudowa cmentarzu chole-
rycznym. P niej znalaz si on w granicach powi k-
szanego cmentarza ydowskiego i obecnie le y w jego
p nocno-wschodniejcz ci.

W pierwszej po owie XIX w. r d em utrzymania
dla wi kszo ci yd w mieszkaj cych w Szyd owcu by
nadal drobny handel, rzemios o i us ugi. W tym cza-
sie w Szyd owcu jarmarki odbywa y si dwana cie ra-
zy w roku, a targi dwa razy w tygodniu. Sprzyja o to
rozwojowi miasta i s u y o miejscowej spo eczno ci.
Struktura spo eczno-zawodowa niewiele si  zmieni a.

and their participation in the economic life of the town
were increasing.

It comes out, on the basis of the measurements
made in years , that Szyd owiec had an area
of morguesti  perches? (rods or poles), of which

morguesand  perches belonged to the Jews. Besides
the Jewish Community possessed morgues  perches
and feet. erewereasynagogue and the Jewish cem-
etery placed in the East from the temple on the ground
belonging to the Jewish community and there were also
a mikvah and a cheder. e cemetery consisted of two
parts, the old and the new ones and the pre-burial house
(Tahara) was built between them.

e Jewish part of the town included the following
streets: D uga, ydowska, Radomska, Ciasna, Zagro-
dowa and the Ska eczny Market Square. e rest of the
grounds belonged to the Christians, to the town and to
the Roman-Catholic parish.

In there were inhabitants in the town and

( . ) among them were Jews. e sale of the
Szyd owiec properties by the princess Anna Sapie yna,
de domo Zamoyska on ™" May to the Treasure of
the Kingdom of Poland was w very important event in
the history of the town.  at way Szyd owiec became
a governmental town.

Distinct setback of the population growth occurred in
the years caused by the epidemics and natu-
ral disasters. e victims of the epidemic brought by
the Russian army during the November Uprising ()
were buried on the new choleric cemetery situated then
far from the towns buildings. Later it became a part of
a broadened Jewish cemetery and now it is placed in its
northern-eastern part.

In the rst part of the '™ century the small trade,
cra s and services were still the sources of living for
most of the Szyd owiec Jews. In that time the fairs in
Szyd owiec were made twelve times a year and the mar-
ket trade twiceaweek. eyin uenced the development
of the town and the local community. e socio-pro-
fessional structure was not changed much. e most
numerous group among the cra smen were manufac-
turers of di erent parts of clothing: tailors, shoemak-
ers, cap makers. We also know that the Szyd owiec
Jews were carters, gave carriage services for numerous
metallurgic factories (known in Polish as fryszerka )
operating in the neighbourhood.

De nitely most of the Szyd owiec Jews, despite of run-
ning their own businesses, were poor. Only few had at
their disposal greater funds. For example, in the half of
the ' century, Mosiek Cukier from Szyd owiec mo-
nopolized trade in the Suchedni w industrial colony.

! Land measure equal to  acres.

2 Land mesaureequalto . m

W r d rzemie Inik w najliczniejsz grup stanowili
wytw rcy r nych cz ci garderoby: krawcy, szewcy,
czapnicy. Wiemy, e szyd owieccy ydzi zajmowali si
tak efurmanieniem, wiadcz cus ugi przewozowe dla
licznych zak ad w metalurgicznych (fryszerek), pracu-
j cych w okolicy.

Zdecydowanawi kszo szyd owieckich yd w,cho
prowadzi a samodzieln dzia alno gospodarcz , by-
a uboga. Tylko nieliczni dysponowali znacznym kapi-
ta em. Przyk adowo w po owie XIX w. Mosiek Cukier
z Szyd owca zmonopolizowa handel w przemys owej
osadzie Suchedni w.

Ze skargi z 0 onej w r. na burmistrza Teodora
Bacciarelego wynika o, i ydzi wbrew zakazom za-
mieszkiwali w chrze cija skiejcz cimiasta. wiadczy-
otoopr bachzahamowaniaosadnictwa ydowskiego
przez katolik w. W owym czasie w mie cie podj to
prace modernizacyjne. W r. wadze pa stwowe
poleci y kaha owi zbudowa wok cmentarza kamien-
ny mur kryty gontem, z bram i dwoma furtami. Ro-
boty te zako czono w r. Rok wcze niej naczelnik
powiatu ostatecznie zakaza poch wk w na starym
cmentarzu. Powodem decyzji by a blisko  synagogi
i dom w mieszkalnych.

Od po owy XIX w. post powa wyra ny wzrost liczby
ludno ci Szyd owca. W r. yotu mieszka ¢ w,
w tym (, ) ydwWr d ydowskichwytw r-
¢ wirzemie Inik wnajliczniejsz grup stanowiliszew-
cy( os b).Krawc wby o itylu czapnik w.Ponad

szyd owieckich yd w trudniosi r nymi form-
ami handlu. Byliw r dnich zar wno maj tnikupcy, jak
te ubodzy handlarze, niemaj cy nawet w asnego kramu.
Wi kszo chrze cija skich mieszka ¢ w Szyd owca
utrzymywa a si z pracy naroli.

Tutejsza gmina ydowska by a do pocz tk wlatsze -
dziesi tych XIX w. jedn z wi kszych w guberni radom-
skiej. Do dozoru bo niczegow Szyd owcu nale eli ydzi
mieszkaj cy w Bli ynie, Bodzentynie, Broniewie, Chle-
wiskach, Chustkach, D browie, D ugoszu, Kamiennej,
Psarach, Suchedniowie, niadkowie, Tarczku, Woli,
Wygodzie, Wymys owie i we Wzdole. Zmar ych yd w
z tych miejscowo ci grzebano w Szyd owcu.

U schy ku lat pi dziesi tych i w latach sze dziesi -
tych XIX w. na ziemiach polskich zaboru rosyjskiego
zachodzi y istotne przemiany spo eczne i gospodarcze.
W r. nast pi or wnouprawnienie ludno ci ydow-
skiej w zaborze rosyjskim. W ten spos b zniesione zo-
sta y formalne przeszkody w osiedlaniu si  yd w na
obszarze ca ego miasta. W Szyd owcu w tym czasie yy

osoby, w tym (., ) yd w W nast pnych
dekadach wyznawcy judaizmu nabywali kolejne nieru-
chomo ci w dawnej chrze cija skiej cz ci miasteczka,
staj csi ywio em dominuj cym w centrum.

It occurs, on the basis of a complaint of against Te-
odor Bacciarelli, the Mayor, that Jews lived in the Chris-
tian part of the town against the orders. It is a proof that
Catholics tried to stop the Jewish settlement. In the same
time some restoration works were started in the town.
In the state authorities ordered the kahal to build
a stone wall covered with a shingle with a gate and two
wickets around the cemetery.  ose works were nished
in . In the foregoing year the head of the poviat ulti-
mately prohibited burials in the old cemetery.  at deci-
sion was caused by the neighbourhood of the synagogue
and at buildings.

From the half of the ™ century a distinct increase
in population of Szyd owiec was noted. In there
were , inhabitantswith ,  ( ) of Jews among
them. e shoemakers were ( people) the most nu-
merous group among the Jewish manufacturers and
cra smen. erewere tailors and the same number
of the cap makers. More than Szyd owiec Jews ran
di erent forms of trade. Among them were well situated
merchants as well as poor sellers who did not even pos-
ses their own stalls. Most of the Christian inhabitants of
Szyd owiec earned living on the farms.

e local Jewish community was one of the biggest in
the province of Radom up to the s of the " century.
Among the members of the Jewish community board
there were Jews living in Bli yn, Bodzentyn, Broniewo,
Chlewiska, Chustki, D browa, D ugosz, Kamienna,
Psary, Suchedni w, niadk w, Tarczek, Wola, Wygoda,
Wymys wandWzd . Deceased Jews from those locali-
ties were buried in Szyd owiec.

e fundamental social and economic changes were
occurringattheturnof sand softhe tcentury
on the lands annexed by the Russians. In an equal-
ity of rights between the Jews and the Christians was
introduced on those lands.  at way the formal obsta-
cles in settling the Jews round the town were cancelled.
In this time there were people in Szyd owiec
and , ( . )ofJewsamongthem. In the following
decades the Jews bought successive real estates in the
former Christian part of the town and they started to be-
come the dominant element in the centre of the town.

It is little known about the rabbis leading the local
community up to the half of the ™ century. We may
deduce from the later records that the local rabbi issued
acerti cate of preparation to this function for Lejbu
Lich of Klw w. From Jakub Izaak Rabinowicz, a son
of the Szyd owiec rabbiwasarabbiin| a.Itwasa proof
that the rabbi of Szyd owiec was highly respected by his
compatriots.

e January Uprising warfares did not bring any dis-
astrous e ects on the town however there were some
skirmishes with the Russian army in the neighbourhood.

[00000O0NOIo0oo00Omnn .

000CNOIDoooIoOnOn

17



18

Niewiele wiadomo o rabinach przewodz cych tutej-
szejgminie do po owy XIXw. Zp niejszych przekaz w
mo emy wnioskowa , e miejscowy rabin wyda wiade-
ctwo o przygotowaniu do pe nieniatej funkcji Lejbusiowi
Lich z Klwowa. Od r.rabinemw | yby Jakub lzaak
Rabinowicz, syn szyd owieckiego rabina. By oto wiade-
ctwem autorytetu rabina z Szyd owcaw r d ziomk w.

Dzia ania powstania styczniowego nie przynios y
katastrofalnych skutk w dla miasta, cho w okolicach
dochodzi o do potyczek z oddzia ami wojsk rosyjskich.
Szyd owiec, kt rego wi kszo mieszka ¢ w utrzymy-
wa asi handlu, drobnej wytw rczo ci, spe nia te wy-
mogi ukazu z czerwca r. i dlatego nie straci praw
miejskich, co dotkn o wiele podobnych miasteczek
w Kr lestwie Polskim.

Wi kszo szyd owieckich yd w vy a pobo nie
i wiadczy a datki na rzecz gminy. Do miejscowej gmi-
ny ydowskiejw latachsze dziesi tych XIXw.nale ay
nast puj ce nieruchomo ci: b nicawraz z chederem,
szkoab nicza, mykwai domek przy a ni, dom
szpitalny , daj cy schronienie i opiek starcom, a po-
nadto dwie parcele obok b  nicy oraz dwa cmentarze

stary i nowy. Gmina ydowska zatrudnia a rabina,
podrabina, nauczyciela chederu, kasjera, pisarza dozoru
b niczego i rachmistrza. Najpewniej trzej ostatni byli
chrze cijanami z uwagi na konieczno  znajomo ci pra-
wa i umiej tno ci bieg ego pos ugiwania si j zykiem
polskim i rosyjskim. r d emdochod wgminy, opr cz
sk adek p aconych przez cz onk w gminy, by y op aty
pobierane z tytu u ustawienia nagrobk w na kirkucie.
Po r.w Kilku miejscowo ciachwcze niejnale cych
do gminy ydowskiej w Szyd owcu powsta y samodziel-
ne gminy. Z tego powodu zmniejszy a si liczba p atni-
k w, a dochody szyd owieckiej gminy zmala y. Ponadto
wiele ydowskichrodzin y owub stwieizwolnionych
by 0 z p acenia sk adek. Budynki nale ce do gminy,
cho konserwowane, ze wzgl du na wiek nie spe nia y
ju wymog w u ytkowania. Wiemy, ew r. odbu-
dowano mykw . Podj totak e starania o wybudowanie
nowej murowanej b nicy i chederu. Projekt w tych
jednak nie zrealizowano. Na pocz tku r. rabinem
w Szyd owcu zosta Josek Goldblum, kt ry studia rabi-
niczne odby w Warszawie. Nie uda osi ustali ,z jakich
powod w niekt rzy cz onkowie gminy domagali si je-
go zwolnienia. Zapewne przyczyny musia y by istotne,
gdy stycznia r.przesta onby tutejszym rabinem.
W weczas pod] to zabiegi, aby t funkcj obj Wolf Lej-
bu Troppe, rabin z Solca.

U schy ku XIX w., w r., wmie cie mieszka o
0s b. Wyznawc w judaizmu by o ( , ). Szyd-

owiec stanowi typowy sztetl, gdzie bogobojni ydzi
tworz cy gmin yli wed ug zasad Tory i Talmudu. Na
ulicach s ycha by o jidysz i polski.

Szyd owiec, in which most of people lived of trade and
small manufacturing, ful lled also requirements of the
ukaze [official order] of *t June and therefore
the town did not loose its privileges what had happened
to many similar towns in the Kingdom of Poland.

Most of the Jews of Szyd owiec lived devoutly and
paid o erings to the community. In the softhe
century the local community possessed the following
properties: the synagogue and the cheder, the synagogal
school , the mikvah and mikvah s house , hospital
house giving care and shelter for the elders and also two
building plots near the synagogue and two cemeteries:
anoldandanewones. e Community board employed
a rabbi, vice-rabbi, a teacher in a cheder, a cashier and
a writer. Probably the last three of them were Chris-
tians because of the necessity to know the law and speak
Polish and Russian uently. Apart from o erings paid
by the members, the community had another source of
income-fees paid for placing tombstones on the Jewish
cemetery. A er the year in a few localities formerly
belonging to the Szyd owiec Jewish community, inde-
pendent communities were founded. Because of that the
number of payers and therefore the income of the com-
munity decreased. Besides many Jewish families were
poor and were exempted from paying fees. e build-
ings possessed by the community, although maintained,
did not ful |the use requirements, due to their age. We
know that in the mikvah was restored. Also some
e orts were made to build a new brick synagogue and
acheder. ose projects were not realised. In the begin-
ning of Josek Goldblum, who had completed his ra-
binic studies in Warsaw, was made a rabbi in Szyd owiec.
It has not been possible to establish why some members
of the community demanded his dismissal. Probably
the causes must have been serious because he was dis-
missed from the function of the local rabbi on *tJanuary

en some measures were taken up to make Wolf
Lejbu Troppe, a rabbi of Solec, serve the function.

Attheturnofthe ™ century,in there were ,
people in Szyd owiec and among them were ,  Jews
( . ).Szyd owiec was a typical shtetl where religious
Jews used to live according to the rules of Torah and
Talmud. Polish and Yiddish languages were heard
in the streets.

We do not know the circumstances of the re that
burnt the old synagogue and cheder to ashes. We get to
know from the protocol written in about a rebuild-
ing of those buildings on the old foundations.

e capitalistic changes of the second half of the
century had the serious impact on the social structure
of the town. e industrialisation caused an increase
of the number of workers. e new social strata were
formed: bourgeoisie and the intellectuals. It was more

Nie znamy okoliczno ci po aru, kt ry strawi star
synagog i cheder. Z protoko u spisanego w r. do-
wiadujemy si 0 odbudowaniu tych budynk w, ale na
starych fundamentach.

Dokonuj ce si w drugiej po owie XIX w. przemiany
kapitalistyczne mia y istotny wp yw na przeobra enia
struktury spo ecze stwa. Skutkiem industrializacji by
wzrost liczebny robotnik w. Formowa y si tak e no-
we warstwy spo eczne: bur uazja i inteligencja. Rze-
mie Inikom i drobnym wytw rcom coraz trudniej by-
0 konkurowa z produkcj fabryczn . Niebagatelnym
czynnikiem determinuj cym przemiany gospodarcze
i spo eczne by rozw j kolei, kt ra sprzyja a uprzemy-
s owieniu, handlowi i mobilno ci ludzi. Jednak linia
kolei elaznej z D blina (lwanogrodu) do D browy
G rniczej (Go onogu) oddana do u ytku w r. fak-
tycznie omin a miasto.

Dla takich o rodk w jak Szyd owiec, gdzie przez

wieki kultywowano tradycyjne rzemie Inicze formy
wytw rczo ci, a rytm ycia mieszka ¢ w wyznacza y
dnijarmark w,targ worazchrze cija skiei ydowskie
wi ta, wzrost produkcji maszynowej, atak eoddalenie
od linii kolejowej mog y oznacza zahamowanie roz-
woju miasteczka. Tymczasem w Szyd owcu powsta 0
kilka fabryczek. W a cicielami wi kszo ci byli ydzi.
Przed r. w mie cie dzia y trzy browary, dwa zak a-
dy odlewnicze i emalierskie ( Goldkorn i Kuperman ,
Zolberg i Pinkiert ), garbarnie, huta szk a, wytw rnia
ka i, cegielnia. Istnia y tak e warsztaty kamieniarskie
obrabiaj ce piaskowiec wydobywany w miejscowych ka-
mienio omach. O kunszcie szyd owieckich kamieniarzy
wiadcz misternie zdobione macewy na kirkucie i na-
grobki na katolickim cmentarzu. W miejscowej fabryce
Redlicha (Rezlicha) wyrabiano guziki. W r. zbudo-
wano m yn mechaniczny, kt ry w okresie mi dzywojen-
nym nale a do Warszawskiego i Kurlendera.

W tych czasach coraz cz ciejzdarza osi ,i niekt -
rzy z yd w asymilowali si z Polakami, zaniedbuj ¢
przestrzegania religijnych rygor w.

U schy ku XIX i na pocz tku XX w. nowe idee poli-
tyczne tra a y na podatny grunt na ziemiach polskich.
Zar wno Polacy, jaki ydzianga owalisi w dzia alno
powstaj cych partii politycznych. Nawet w ma ych mia-
steczkach has a socjalistyczne czy te narodowe znaj-
dowa y or downik w. W okresie rewolucji
kilkudziesi ciu m odych szyd owieckich yd w ak-
tywnie dzia a o w Og Ino ydowskim Zwi zku Robot-
niczym Bund. Rabin stara si uspokoi rewolucyjne
wrzenie, jednak bez rezultatu. W wyniku ledztwa
przeprowadzonego Kilka lat p  niej przez andarmeri
( )aresztowano  aktywist wBundu.S dska-
za niekt rych nakary wi zienialub zsy kiw g b Rosji,
najm odszych oddano pod opiek rodzic w. Nie wiemy,

and more di cult for the cra smen and small manu-
facturers to compete with the mass production. De-
velopment of the railway, being a considerable factor
of industrialization, trade and people s mobility, was
also a considerable factor determining socials changes.
However the railway line from D blin (Iwanogrod) to
D browa G rnicza (Go onog) that came in use in ,
went in fact round the town.

Increase in the machine production and a distance
from the railroad in such towns as Szyd owiec, where
traditional handcra had been cultivated for ages and
days of fairs, small markets and the Jewish and Christian
holidays used to determine the way and speed of life
of the townsfolk. Meanwhile some manufactures were
founded in Szyd owiec. e Jews possessed most of them.
Before there were three breweries, two foundries
and the enamel ware manufactures, ( Goldkorn i Kuper-
man , Zolberg i Pinkiert ), the tanneries, a glass work,
atileswork and a brickyard. ere were also stoneworks
treating sandstone mined in the local quarries. e
Jewish and Christian tombstones on the local cemeteries,

B Buttons from the factory of Mr. Redlich (Rezlich)

covered with ne ornaments, are the proof of the artistry
of the Szyd owiec stone-cutters. Buttons were produced
in the local factory belonging to Redlich (Rezlich). A me-
chanical mill, belonging to Warszawski and Kurlender,
during the interwar period, was built in

It happened in those days that more and more o en
some of the Jews assimilated with the Poles neglecting
the religious discipline.

Attheturnofthe tcenturyandbeginningofthe
century some new political ideas were adopted willingly
on the Polish lands. e Poles as well as the Jews were
engaged in the activities of the newly founded political
parties. e socialist and nationalist slogans had many
advocates. During the Revolution in the years
several dozens of young Jews were operating actively in
the Bund General Jewish Labour Union. e rabbi tried
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B ydziwRynku ydowskim, 1914 r./® e Jewsin the Jewish Market, 1914

czy napocz tku XX w. do Szyd owca dociera y has a sy-
jonistyczne. Jednak z wszelk pewno ci zdecydowana
wi kszo szyd owieckich yd w y a wierna wielowie-
kowej tradycji. Dla tutejszej mozaistycznej spo eczno ci
wa nymwydarzeniem by o obj cie funkcji rabina przez
Nusyma (w innych r d ach Natana) Dawidowicza Ra-
binowicza ( czerwca r.), kt rego ojciec by tak era-
binem w Szyd owcu. O pobo no ci miejscowych zamo -
nych yd w wiadczy okaza y dom z charakterystyczn
kuczk ib nic ,wybudowany przez Nut Ejsenberga
przy ulicy Garbarskiej, nieopodal nale cej do niego
fabryki. Budynki stoj do dzi . Drewniana kuczka ze
ladami polichromii wymaga pilnych prac konserwa-
torskich. W lepszym stanie zachowa si budynek by ej
b nicy, kt rejcharakterystyczna fasada przyci ga spoj-
rzenia przechodz cych ulic Garbarsk .

Dzia ania wojenne szcz liwie nie spowodowa y zna-
cz cych zniszcze w mie cie, jedynie wie a ratusza zo-
sta azburzona. W pierwszych tygodniach po odzyskaniu
niepodleg o ci miejscowi ydziw czylisi w tworzenie
lokalnego samorz du. Ju w listopadzie r. Kilku
z nichwesz odorady miasta(Izaak Pinkiert, Chaim Rozen-
berg, Chaim Cukier, Mendel Katz, Moszek Anielewicz,
Moszek Modrzewiecki, Szaja Wakszlak, Morda Mendel
Tenebaum). Kilka tygodni p niej rada zosta a powi k-
szonado os b. W r d dokooptowanych cz onk w ra-
dy by osze ciu yd w(Lejou Szcz liwy, Herszek Kauf-
man, Pejsak Szlak, Mordka Kuperman i Lejzor Redlich).

to calm down the revolutionists but without a success.
As aresult of investigations being held a few years later
by the gendarmes ( ) activists of the Bund
were arrested. e court sentenced some of them to pris-
on or exile into depth of Russia, the youngest were given
back to theirs parents care. We do not know if the sion-
istic slogans were reaching Szyd owiec in the beginning
of the ™ century. However, without any doubts, most
of the local Jews lived faithfully to the ancient tradition.
A very important event for the local Judaistic community
was taking the function of a rabbi by Nusym (in other
sources: Natan) Dawidowicz Rabinowicz ( ™June )
whose father had also been a rabbi in Szyd owiec. Anim-
pressive house with the characteristic booth (sukkah) and
a synagogue built by Nuta Ejsenberg at the Garbarska
St., close to his factory is the proof of piety of the local
wealthy Jews.  ese buildings still stand in Szyd owiec.
e wooden booth with the marks of polichromy still
catches the eyes of the passerbys at the Garbarska St.

e warfares did not cause any signi cant damages
in the town, only the tower of the town hall was ruined.
During the rst few weeksa er regaining the independ-
ence the local Jews joined into forming the local govern-
ment. As early as in November some of them were
elected to the town board (Izaak Pinkiert, Chaim Rozen-
berg, Chaim Cukier, Mendel Katz, Moszek Anielewicz,
Moszek Modrzewiecki, Szaja Wakszlak, Morda Mendel
Tenebaum). A few weeks later the board was widened to

Z danych zebranych w czasie spisu powszechnego
w r. wynika, i ludno miasta liczy a osoby,
w tym ( , ) yd w. Zdecydowana wi kszo za-
mieszkiwa a w centrum miasta, wok rynk w i przyle-
g ych ulic. Ze wzgl dunama powierzchni tejcz ci
miasta zag szczenie by o tu znaczne. Niejednokrotnie
kilkuosobowa rodzina zajmowa a jednoizbowe mieszka-
nie. Nale y wspomnie , e lokal taki by czasami tak e
miejscem pracy ojca utrzymuj cego rodzin . Mieszka-
nia pozbawione by y podstawowych wyg d, jak wodo-
ci g, kanalizacja czy elektryczno

W okresie mi dzywojnianast pi awyra naaktywiza-
cja polityczna mieszka ¢ w miasteczka. W r d spo ecz-
no ci ydowskiej znajdujemy cz onk w i sympatyk w
wszystkich nurt w politycznych  od ortodoksyjnej
prawicy po rewolucyjn lewic .

W r dugrupowa prawicowych najwi kszym popar-
ciem cieszy si nurt ortodoksyjny, kt rego najwa niej-
sz si by Zwi zek Izraela (Agudat Israel). W r.
do tej partii nale a o oko o cz onk w. Ze Zwi z-
kiem lIzraela ci le powi zane by y Bnojs Agudas Israel

skupiaj ce kobiety, Poalej Agudas Israel organizacja
robotnicza. Partia faktycznie podporz dkowa a sobie
szkolnictwo religijne i instytucje kredytowe: Bank Udzia-

w Sp dzielczych i Bank Kredytowy. Znacz ¢ si  po-
lityczn w r d yd wstanowi ruch syjonistyczny, dla
kt rego najwa niejszym celem by o utworzenie pa stwa

ydowskiego w Palestynie. W Szyd owcu powa newp y-
wy mia a Organizacja Syjonistyczna w Polsce. Do tego
nurtu zaliczy nale y ugrupowanie religijne Mizrachi.
W ruchu syjonistycznym w latach dwudziestych i trzy-
dziestych XX w. wielokrotnie dochodzi o do podzia-

w. W Szyd owcu syjoni ci dzia ali w okresie | wojny

wiatowej, a od r. wmie cie byli tak e cz onkowie
Mizrachi. Zapewne z ich inicjatywy po odrodzeniu pa -
stwa polskiego powsta o w Szyd owcu Sp dzielcze Sto-
warzyszenie Spo ywc w Mizrachi . Kilka lat p  niej,
w r., w mie cie utworzono od-

people.  ere were six Jews among the co-opted mem-
bers of the board (Lejbu Szcz liwy, Herszek Kaufman,
Pejsak Szlak, Mordka Kuperman i Lejzor Redlich).

On the basis of data collected during the general cen-
sus in occurs that ,  people lived in the town
and therewere . (, )Jewsamong them. Notable
majority of them lived in the centre of the town, around
the markets and streets adjacent to them. Because of the
lack of free room in this part of the town there was a high
concentration of people there. It happened quite 0 en
that a family consisting of many people lived in a one-
room at. It is worth to mention that such a at some-
times was also a workshop for a father earning a living
for the whole family. ose ats did not have any basic
amenities such as waterworks, sewerage or electricity.

Distinct political activity among the townsfolk took
place during the interwar period. We may nd the mem-
bers and supporters of all political movements among
the members of the Jewish community from the or-
thodox Right to the revolutionary Le .

e most supported Rightist group was an orthodox
movement with its most important part the Union
of Israel (Agudat Israel). In about people were
the members of that party. e Bnjos Agudas Israel
gathering women and the Poalej Agudas Israel ala-
bour movement. Practically the party subordinated to
itself the religious education and loan institutions: the
Collective Shares Bank and the Credit Bank. Also the
sionist movement, which goal was to establish a Jewish
country in Palestina, was a notable political power
among the Jews. e Zionistic Federation of Poland had
strong influences in Szyd owiec. The religious move-
ment the Mizrachi also should be put among those
movements.  ere were many divisions in the zionistic
movement in Poland in  sand s of the ™ centu-
ry. In Szyd owiec the members of the zionistic move-
ment had been active during the WWI and in also

dzia Mizrachi licz cy kilkudziesi - B M odzie z Mizrachi /W Youth of Mizrachi

ciucz onk w,aw r.nale aodo
0s bh. W r. powsta szyd owie-
ckioddzia Zwi zku Syjonist w-Rewi-
zjonist w, kt ryw r.skupia oko o
cz onk w. Wi kszych wp yw w
nie zdoby Zwi zek Syjonist w Pa -
stwowc w zorganizowany pod koniec
r. Partie i organizacje syjonistycz-

ne prowadzi y chyba najaktywniejsz
dzia alno , organizuj c prelekcje,
przeprowadzaj ¢ kwesty i agituj ¢ na

rzecz wyjazdu do Palestyny.

Do ydowskich partii lewicowych,
kt re mia y poparcie w Szyd owcu,
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zaliczy nale y Og Ino ydowski Zwi zek Robotniczy
Bund i ydowsk Socjaldemokratyczn Parti Robot-
nicz Poalej Syjon. Wspomniano ju , e cz onkowie
i sympatycy Bundu dzia ali w mie cie jeszcze przed
Iwojn  wiatow . Do tej partii nale eli ydowscy robot-
nicy zatrudnieni w miejscowych garbarniach. W r.
organizacja Bund liczy aoko o ¢z onk w. M odzi jej
sympatycy nale elido Zwi zku M odzie y Przysz o
( Cukun ). Partiamia atak e sporewp ywyw Zwi z-
ku Zawodowym Robotnik w Przemys u Garbarskiego
i nieco mniejsze w Zwi zku Zawodowym Robotnik w
Przemys u Sk rzanego. Ponadto pod polityczn kuratel
Bundu dzia a o Stowarzyszenie Zjednoczonych Szk
ydowskich i Robotnicze Stowarzyszenie Wychowania
Fizycznego Jutrznia, a tak e Towarzystwo Kurs w
Wieczorowych dla Robotnik w.

B Cz onkowie partii lewicowej Poalej Syjon
B e members of the Le ist party the Poalej Syjon

Znacznie mniej zwolennik w mia aw Szyd owcu dru-
ga z ydowskich partii lewicowych Poalej Syjon. Ju
w latach dwudziestych w miasteczku by o kilkudziesi -
ciu sympatyk w tego nurtu, jednak kom rka tej partii
powsta a chyba dopiero w drugiej po owie r. Trud-
no te stwierdzi , czy by to Poalej Syjon Lewica, czy
Poalej Syjon  Prawica. Zwolennicy partii w po owie
lat dwudziestych posiadali wp ywy w  ydowskim Sto-
warzyszeniu Kulturalno-O wiatowym Tarbut , klubie
sportowym Gwiazda i wspomnianym ju Towarzy-
stwie Kurs w Wieczorowych dla Robotnik w.

W Szyd owcu niewielkie wp ywy mia radykalny ruch
rewolucyjny. Do Komunistycznej Partii Polski nale eli
Polacy i ydzi, ado Komunistycznego Zwi zku M odzie-

y (od r. Komunistycznego Zwi zku M odzie y Pol-
skiej) wy cznie ydzi. Komuni cidzia ali w konspiracji,
a liczebno  szyd owieckiej organizacji KPP waha a si
od Kilku do kilkudziesi ciu os b. Szczeg In aktywno -
ci wykazywali si m odzi komuni ci. Wiemy, e po za-
atakowaniu uczestnik wwycieczki do Palestyny zorgani-
zowanej przez syjonist w policja aresztowa akilkunastu

the members of the Mizrachi appeared in the town.
Probably the Collective Federation of Groceries the
Mizrachi was founded in Szyd owiec on their initiative.
A few years later, in abranch of the Mizrachi with
a few dozens of members was founded in the town and
in ithad members. In a branch of the Zionist-
Reviosionist Union was created in Szyd owiec and it had
about  members in e Union of the National
Zionists, organized in the end of , did not gain any
biggerin uences. e Zionist parties and organizations
acted in the most active way organizing lectures, collec-
tions and campaigning for departures to Palestine.

Among the Leftist parties that had some backing
in Szyd owiec were the General Jewish Labour Union
Bund and the Jewish Social-democratic Labour Party,
the Poalej Syjon . It has been already mentioned that
the members and supporters of the Bund had been ac-
tive in the town as early as before the WWI. e em-
ployees of the local tanneries belonged to that party.
In the Bund organization had about  members. Its
young supporters belonged to the Youth Union Future
( Cukun ). epartyhadalsoin uencesinthe Labour
Union of the Tannery Industry and slightly smaller in
the Labour Union of the Leather Industry. What is more,
under tutelage of the Bund also the Society of the United
Jewish Schools and the Labour Society of Physical Edu-
cation Matis [ Jutrznia ] functioned as well as the So-
ciety of the Evening Classes for the Labourers.

e other Le ist party, the Poalej Syjon, had fewer
supporters in Szyd owiec. As early as in the s there
were a few dozens of its supporters in the town but
a unit of this party was probably founded not until the
second half of . Itisalso di cult to determine if it
was the Poalej Syjon the Le ist or the Poalej Syjon

the Rightist. e supporters of the party in the half
of the s had some in uences in the Jewish Society
of Culture and Education Tarbut ,the SportClub e
Star [ Gwiazda ] and in the above mentioned Society
of the Evening Classes for the Labourers.

e radical revolutionist movement had little in u-
ence in Szyd owiec. Among the members of the Com-
munist Party of Poland were the Poles and the Jews and
among the members of the Communist Youth Union
(from : the Communist Youth Union of Poland)
only the Jews. e communists worked in conspiracy
and their number uctuated from a few to a few dozens
of people. e young communists were especially ac-
tive. We know that, a er the attack at the participants
of a journey to Palestina organized by the Zionists,
the police arrested several members of the Commu-
nist Youth Union of Poland. Some of the arrested were
taken into the court and six of them were sentenced
to prison.

czonk w KZMP. Cz  aresztowanych stan a przed
s dem, wobec sze ciu orzeczono kary wi zienia.

Z zachowanych dokument w dowiadujemysi ,i cza-
sami spory i dyskusje uczestnik w politycznych mityn-
g w organizowanych przez ydowskie partie by y tak
za arteiostre, e musia ainterweniowa policja.

Owp ywachr nych nurt w politycznychw r dszyd-
owieckich yd w wnioskowa mo emy na podstawie
wynik wwybor w parlamentarnych i samorz dowych.

W pierwszych po odzyskaniu niepodleg o ci wybo-
rach do Sejmu Ustawodawczego ( stycznia r)
najwi ksze poparcie uzyskali syjoni ci (), a niewiele
mniejsze ortodoksi (ok. ).

Wybory do rady miasta przeprowadzone w marcu

r.dayr wny podzia mandat w. Zar wno Polacy,
jak i ydzi mielipo mandat w. W tej drugiej grupie
znale li si Rachmil Grynberg (grabarz), Aron Fiszer
(felczer), Szlama Nauberg (Najberg) (fabrykant), Szapsia
Laks (kupiec), Abram Blicher (kupiec), Chaim Rozenberg
(bankier), Chil Cukier, Chaim Goldberg, Szaja Wakszlak,
Szlama Gittlieb (Gottlieb), Moszek Tanenbaum, lzaak
Pinkiert. Sk ad rady ulega jednak ci g ym zmianom,
aw konsekwencjicz  mandat w nie by a obsadzona.

Podczas wybor w parlamentarnych z r. na list
Bloku Mniejszo ci Narodowych, koalicji stworzonej mi -
dzy innymi przez Zwi zek Izraela i syjonist w, oddano
w Szyd owcu ponad g os w. Niewielkie poparcie zy-
skali kandydaci wystawieni przez lewicowy Bund (, ),
atylkokilkana cie os bg osowa o naPoalej Syjon( , ).
Na komunist w ubiegaj cych si o mandaty poselskie
z listy Zwi zku Proletariatu Miast i Wsi g osy odda o

, wyborc w.

Okryzysiew adzsamorz dowych wiadczy fakt, ena

miejsca w radzie miasta w kwietniu obsadzonych by o

. W tej kad ubowej radzie dominowali ydzi, kt rych
by o dziewi ciu. W wyborach samorz dowych w maju

r. ydzi utrzymali sw j stan posiadania w radzie
miejskiej, obsadzaj ¢ mandat w. Pi  miejsc przy-
pad o ortodoksom (Abram Moszek Cytryn, Hersz Kauf-
man, Hejnoch Kuperman, Chaim Rozenberg, Jankiel
Wigdorowicz). Po dw ch przedstawicieli wprowadzi y
ugrupowania syjonistyczne: Organizacja Syjonistyczna
w Polsce (Motel Ejzenberg, Abram Manes Kuperman)
i Mizrachi (Chil Mendel Cukier, Dawid Ostrowiecki).

ydowskie partie socjalistyczne mia y trzech przedsta-
wicieli, z tego dw ch Bund (Szapsia Laks, Moszek Ta-
nenbaum), a jednego Poalej Syjon (Abram Zalcman).
Z Listy Lewicy Robotniczej wszed Majlich Zylberg.

W wyborach parlamentarnych z r.nalist Og I-
nopolskiego Narodowego Bloku Wyborczego, stworzo-
nego tak e przez polityk w Zwi zku lzraela, g osowa o

wyborc w. Na syjonist w z listy Bloku Mniejszo-

ci Narodowych g osowa o w mie cie ,  wyborc w.

We get to know from the preserved documents that
sometimes the con icts and discussions led by the par-
ticipants of the political meetings were so erce and lash-
ing that the police had to intervene.

We may deduce the in uences of di erent political
movements among the Jews on the basis of the results
of the local and parliament elections.

In the rst parliament election, a er regaining the
independence (" January ), the biggest support
was gained by the Zionists () and a little less by the
orthodoxes (about ).

e election to the town board held in March gave
an equal distribution of the mandate seats. e Poles as
well as the Jews had  seats. In the second group there
were Rachmil Grynberg (undertaker), Aron Fiszer (sur-
geon assistant), Szlama Nauberg (Najberg) (manufac-
turer), Szapsia Laks (trader), Abraham Blicher (trader),
Chaim Rozenberg (banker), Chil Cukier, Chaim Gold-
berg, Szaja Wakszlak, Szlama Gittlieb (Gottlieb), Moszek
Tanenbaum, lzzak Pinkiert. However, makeup of the
board was still changing and because of that some seats
were not held.

During the parliament election in more than
of votes were given to the Alliance of the National Mi-
norities created i.a. by the Israel Union and the Zionists.
Little suport was given to the candidates set by the le ist
Bund (. )and only a dozen or so people voted for the
Poalej Syjon (. ). .  of the voters gave their votes
to the communists starting from the list of the Prole-
tariat Union of Towns and Villages.

A crisis of the local government showed the fact that of
seats in the town board only  were taken in April.
at truncated board was dominated by the Jews, who

had seats. During the local election in May the
Jews kept their number in the town board, taking man-
date seats. Five seats were taken by the orthodoxes
(Abram Moszek Cytryn, Hersz Kaufman, Hejnoch Ku-
perman, Chaim Rozenberg, Jankiel Wigdorowicz). e
Zionists groups had two seats each: the Zionist Organiza-
tion in Poland (Motel Ejzenberg, Abram Manes Kuper-
man) and Mizrachi (Chil Mendel Cukier, Dawid Ostro-
wiecki). e Jewish socialist organizations had three
representatives, whereof two from the Bund (Szapsia
Laks, Moszek Tanenbaum) and one from the Poalej
Syjon (Abram Zalcman). Majlich Zylberg got into the
board from the list of the Labour Le ists.

of the voters voted for the list of the All-Polish
National Electoral Alliance, created also by the politi-
cians of the Union of Israel, for the Zionists from the list
of the National Minorities Alliance voted .  of vot-
ersin the town. e in uences of the le ists increased
de nitely. e candidates of the Bund received . and
the Paolej Syjonwon .  of the votes.
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Wzros y wyra nie notowania lewicy. Kandydat w Bun-
du popar o , ,aPoalejSyjon ,

Z powodu fatalnego funkcjonowania rady i zarz du
miasta jeszcze w grudniu r. siedmiu Polak w zasia-
daj cychw radzie miejskiejz o y o mandaty, protestuj c
w ten spos b przeciwko stylowi zarz dzania miastem.

ydowskim radnym zarzucano niekompetencj , szcze-
g In dbao ointeresyw asneiswychziomk w, paday
oskar enia o malwersacje i szerzenie komunistycznej
propagandy. Mieszkaj cy w mie cie Polacy, zw aszcza
sympatycy nurtu chrze cija sko-narodowego, domagali
si od w adz wprowadzenia zarz du komisarycznego.
Kontrola przeprowadzona na polecenie wojewody kie-
leckiego potwierdzi a prawdziwo ¢z ci stawianych
zarz dowi i radzie zarzut w. Wojewoda nie zgodzi si
na ustanowienie w mie cie w adzy komisarza. Zdecy-
dowa natomiast 0 rozpisaniu przyspieszonych wybo-
r wsamorz dowych listopada r. W radzie ydzi
utrzymali przewag , zajmuj ¢ miejsc, a Polacy
Pi  mandat w w radzie mia Zwi zek lzraela (Abram
Cytryn, Lejbu Szcz liwy, Jankiel Wigdorowicz, Hej-
noch Kuperman, Herszek Kaufman), trzy Organizacja
Syjonistyczna (Rachmil Grynberg, Mordka Werthajm,
Abram Rozenblum), jeden Mizrachi (Chil Cukier), dwa
Og Ino ydowski Zwi zek Robotniczy Bund (Szapsia
Laks, Abram Blicher), tak e dwa mandaty zdobyli bez-
partyjni (Herszek Wester i Moszek Judman).

W czasie przedterminowych wybor w parlamentar-
nych w r. ortodoksi wystawili kandydat w na list
Og Inopolskiego Narodowego Bloku Gospodarczego,
deklaruj cego poparcie dla prosanacyjnego Bezpartyj-
nego Bloku Wsp pracy zRz dem, i zdobyli niemal
elektoratu. Na syjonist w zorganizowanych w Bloku
Obrony Praw Narodowo ci ydowskiej zag osowa 0
w Szyd owcu , . Kandydaci do parlamentu wysu-
ni ci przez Bund znale li si na listach Bloku Lewicy
Socjalistycznej. W Szyd owcu na t koalicj g osowa o

, . Tylkosiedemgos w( , )oddanonalist Poalej
Syjon. Zjednoczenie Lewicy Ch opskiej Samopomoc ,
b d ce faktycznie parti zorganizowan przez komuni-
st w, popar ow mie cie , g osuj cych.

Kolejne wybory do samorz duodby ysi w r.ale
zuwagi nato, ezosta y onezbojkotowane przez niekt -
re ugrupowania polityczne, wyniki trudno uzna za re-
prezentatywne. W radzie miasta zasiada oo miu yd w,
z tego trzy mandaty przypad y ortodoksom, a pi  syjo-
nistom. List wystawion przez Bund w adze pa stwo-
we uniewa ni y i dlatego partia wybory zbojkotowa a.
Rok p niej sk ad rady nie by pe ny. Zasiada o w nigj
dziewi tnastu rajc w.Polak wby ojedenastu,a yd w
0 miu (Nuchym Chil Frydlewski, Aron Liberbaum, Da-
wid Ostrowiecki, Abram Redlich, Chaim Chil Rozen-
berg, Pinkus Szterenszus, Lejbu Tanenbaum, Herszek

Because of a disastrous way of the board and the Town
Hall functioning as early as in December seven
Poles from the town board gave up their seats in a protest
against the way of managing the town. e Jewish coun-
cillors were accused of incompetence, particular solici-
tude about their and their compatriots businesses, there
were accusations of embezzlement and propagation of
the communist ideas. The Polish inhabitants of the
town, especially the supporters of the national-Chris-
tian movement were demanding from the authorities
a receivership. e control, performed on the basis of the
order issued by the Voivode of Kielce con rmed some
of the accusations against the board and the Town Hall.

e voivode did not decide to appoint a commissioner.
Besides he decided to organize the new election on "
November . e Jews kept majority taking man-
dates and the Poles ones. mandates had the Union
of Israel (Abram Cytryn, Lejbu Szcz liwy, Jankiel
Wigdorowicz, Hejnoch Kuperman, Herszek Kaufman),
three ones e Sionistic Organisation (Rachmil Gryn-
berg, Mordka Werthajm, Abram Rozenblum), one the
Mizrachi (Chil Cukier), two mandates were gained by
the non-party candidates.

During the anticipative election to the parliament
in the orthodoxes put their candidates into the list
of the All-Polish National Economical Alliance that de-
clared support for the pro-sanatia Indepedent Alliance
of Cooperation with the Government and therefore they
received almost of the votes. of the Szyd owiec
voters voted on the Zionists organized in the Alliance of
Defence the Rights of the Jewish People. e candidates
of the Bund were placed on the lists of the Socialistic
Le ist Alliance. In Szyd owiec .  voted for this coali-
tion.Only votes( . )weregiventothe list of the Poalej
Syjon. e Federation of the Peasant Le ists Mutual
Aid was supported by of the voters in the town.

e next election to the local government was hold
in but it is hard to claim its result as representative
as it was boycotted by some political groups.  ere were

Jews in the town council, of which three seats were
taken by the orthodoxes and ve by the Zionists. e
list put up by the Bund was cancelled by the central au-
thorities and therefore the party boycotted the election.
A year later the makeup of the town council was not full,
there were only  councillors:  Polesand Jews (Nu-
chym Chil Frydlewski, Aron Liberbaum, Dawid Ostro-
wiecki, Abram Redlich, Chaim Chil Rozenberg, Pinkus
Szterenszus, Lejpbu Tanenbaum, Herszek Wester). e
problems in functioning of the municipal authorities
led to the next anticipative local election in the summer

Jews were elected to the council then. e last
election to the town council before the outbreak of the
WWII was conducted on st May e results were

Wester). K opoty w funkcjonowaniu w adzy municy-
palnej doprowadzi y do kolejnych przedterminowych
wybor wsamorz dowych latem r. Do rady dosta o
si w wczas 0 miu yd w. Ostatnie przed wybuchem
Il wojny wiatowej wybory do rady miasta odby y si

maja r. Wyniki by y zaskakuj ce. Na  miejsca
w radzie kandydaci wystawieni przez partie i organiza-
cje ydowskie zdobyli tylko jeden mandat.

Koniecznie podkre li nale y, e cho w okresie mi -
dzywojennym ydzi stanowili wi kszo mieszka ¢ w,
to funkcje burmistrz wiwiceburmistrz w pe nili Polacy.

ydzi byli jednak zawsze reprezentowaniw zarz dzie mia-
sta  zwykle jeden lub dw ch pe ni o funkcje awnik w.

W nast pstwie powi kszenia obszaru miasta, co do-
konaosi w r. przez przy czenie kilku okolicz-
nych wiosek, o ponad wzros a liczba mieszka ¢ w.
Cho nowymi obywatelami Szyd owca byli katolicy,
nadal wi kszo mieszka ¢ w stanowili ydzi. Two-
rzyli oni gmin ydowsk zaliczan do kategorii wiel-
kich, liczy a bowiem ponad 0s b. O wp ywy we
w adzach gminy zabiegali przedstawiciele ydowskiej
prawicy politycznej. W tym czasie Abram Mosze Cytryn
by prezesem zarz du szyd owieckiej gminy, a ponad-
to zasiadali w nim Rachmil Chaim Bli y ski, Hersz
Nachman Blatman, Aron Liberbaum, Widgor Aniele-
wicz i P. M. Herszweld. W wyborach do w adz gminy

ydowskiej w r.najwi cejg os woddanonawsp I-
n list syjonist wiMizrachi,coda opi zdwunastu
miejsc. Cztery miejsca przypad y ortodoksom, a trzy
zaj li zg oszeni do wybor w przez miejscowego rabi-
na Chaima Rabinowicza. Zarz d gminy wyznaniowej
liczy osiem os b. Kolejne wybory do w adz gminy wy-
znaniowej odby y si w lutym r. i by y sukcesem
ortodoks w. Ostatnie wybory do zarz du ydowskKigj
gminy w Szyd owcu przeprowadzono w r. Niewiel-
k przewag wradzieiwzarz dzie mielisyjoni ci( )
nad ortodoksami (). W r. zarz dowi gminy
przewodzi Abram Redlich (syjonista), a przewodni-
cz cymrady by Mejlich W Ifowicz (Aguda).

Gminautrzymywanaby az podatk w p aconych przez
czonk w, r nych op at religijnych i darowizn. Z tych
pieni dzy op acano rabina i podrabina, rzezak w (szo-
chet w), kt rzy mieli kwali kacje do rytualnego uboju
zwierz t, kantor w i innych pracownik w zatrudnio-
nych przez gmin : nauczyciela chederu (me ameda), pi-
sarza (sofera) uprawnionego do przepisywania wi tych
pism), wo nego (szamesa) dbaj cego o przygotowanie
b nicy donabo e stwaiporanne budzeniem czyzn
na modlitw . Spore koszty poch ania o utrzymanie
b nicy, synagogi ma ej (bethamidraszu), a ni ry-
tualnej, cheder w, ambulatorium. Gmina wyp aca a
tak e zapomogi najubo szym. W asno ci gminy y-
dowskiej w Szyd owcu na prze omie lat dwudziestych

surprising. e candidates of the Jewish parties and or-
ganizations got only one seat.

It must be emphasized that although most of the popu-
lation was Jewish, the Poles were always those who ful-

Iled the duties of a mayor and the vice-mayors. Howev-
er the Jews were always represented in the Town Council

usually there were one or two Jewish aldermen.

As a result of extending area of the town that hap-
penedin by joining some neighbouring villages, the
population increased morethan ,  people. Although
most of the new townsfolk were Catholics, the Jews were
still the majority. ey made a commune that was clas-
si ed as a huge one because it had more than |,
members. e representatives of the Jewish Rightists
endeavoured a erin uences in the local authorities. At
that time Abram Mosze Cytryn was a chairman of the
Szyd owiec commune and Rachmil Chaim Bli y skKi,
Hersz Nachman Blatman, Aron Liberbaum, Widgor
Anielewicz and P. M. Herszweld were the members of
the board. During the election to the Jewish commune
in most of the votes were given for the common list
of the Zionists and for the Mizrachi what gave them ve
of twelve seats. e orthodoxes got four seats and three
were taken by the candidates of Chaim Rabinowicz, the
local rabbi. e board of the commune consisted of eight
people. e next election to the authorities of the com-
mune was conducted in February and was a success
of the orthodoxes. e last election to the Jewish com-
mune in Szyd owiec was conducted in . A small
advantage was gained by the Zionists () over the
orthodoxes (). In the commune board was led
by Abram Redlich (a Zionist) and a Mejlich W Ifowicz
(Aguda) was a chairman.

e commune was provided for by the taxes paid by
its members, various religious fees and donations.  at
money was used to pay rabbi and vice-rabbi, the knives
(shochats) who were quali ed to the ritual slaughter
of animals, chazzan and other workers employed by the
commune: a teacher in cheder (melamed), a scribe (sofer)
entitled to rewriting the holy scripts, a janitor (shamas)
preparing the synagogue for the services and waking the
men in the morning for prayers. Considerable costs were
generated by providing the synagogue, a small syna-
gogue (bethamidrash), a ritual bath (mikvah), the ched-
ersand anin rmary. e commune also paid welfares
to the poorest. At the turn of the s and s the
commune of Szyd owiec possessed a synagogue, a betha-
midrash, a cheder and a mikvah. During all the interwar
period Chaim Rabinowicz was a rabbi in Szyd owiec.
L. Ch. Judman was a vice-rabbi. Mordka Erlichman,
Mordka Bocian, Ch. S. Wajnman, Abram Geberman
and Chaim Rotsztajn were the shochats. 1zaak Weltfrajd
was a chazzan and Moszek Wajcman  a scribe (sofer).

0 0t o 0 .
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